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Summer Concert Tours Brighten Gwinnett
Five concert shows in the matter of only nine days put Gwinnett County back on top this summer.  The Arena is reaping the benefits by enticing tours to stop at The Arena at Gwinnett Center with a rebounding economy.  Five diverse events, including three sellouts, have proved to be huge successes with bringing astonishing numbers through the building with over 43,000 attendees and grossing over $2.4 million in ticket sales.  The average merchandise sold per patron racked up nearly $8.00 per cap.
Starting the nine-day stretch with Joan Sebastian, Jaripeo With Jenni Rivera and Banda El Recodo followed by Grammy Award-winning American rock band Tool, then America's #1 show American Idols Live, second most No. 1’s of all-time in Alternative, Green Day and closing our ninth day with Ricardo Arjona.
The summer boost of concerts in the Arena proved to be extremely helpful financially for Gwinnett County.  Gross totals for all five events made the mark that the economy is improving.  On the flip side of the Arena, tour sponsors are making headway with their artists as well.  Tour sponsors like Verizon Wireless and PlayStation interacted with Green Day fans, AT&T created brand awareness during Ricardo Arjona, and Ford marked their presences with American Idols Live.   
Looking into the home stretch, 2008’s top-selling artist Taylor Swift will be taking the sold-out Arena by storm for one night on September 3rd with special guests Kellie Pickler and Gloriana.  Following into September, based on award winning BBC television series, Walking With Dinosaurs – The Arena Spectacular will take Gwinnett with eight performances.   The 10 million pound spectacle of unprecedented size and quality is set to captivate young and old alike. 
For further information, please contact:

Julia Karrenbauer

770-813-7556

jkarrenbauer@gwinnettcenter.com 
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Green Day's Billie Joe Armstrong goes into the crowd during "East Jesus Nowhere."

[image: image3.jpg]



The American Idols Live! Tour 2009 entertained a sold-out crowd Friday at The Arena at Gwinnett Center. The eighth season produced a very strong Top 10, including Season 8 winner Kris Allen, Adam Lambert, Allison Iraheta, Anoop Desai, Danny Gokey, Lil Rounds, Matt Giraud, Megan Joy, Michael Sarver and Scott MacIntyre. 
*Both Photos Courtisey of Robb D. Cohen / www.robbsphotos.com
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